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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
DIRECT DIAL: (022) 81 PROGRAMME UNIT OM JUSTICE AMD SERVICE

Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refuges and ‘World Service

Ginebra, el 17 de junio 1988

Dueridos amigos,

Incluyo una copia del resumen de sus infngmes del ano 1987
gue prepar€ en inglés. Como lo hice el ano pasado mando a
las agencias de cooperacifn y a otros interesados los
informes completos en espanol (los gque Uds. prepararon).
Fero como hay personas interesadas gue no entienden el
espanol, también distribuyo este resumen en inglés.

En este informe
financiera del
las agencias g

la situacidn
ver cuales scrn‘

Les agradezco =te afno. La mayoria

de ellos prese 1l con respecto a la
situacién de ld - tivos paises y sobre
el servicio que Uds. proveen a refugiados.

Espero gque su trabajo vaya bien y gue los pueda visitar en
un futuro proximo.

Fraternalmente en el Senor;

Ui h—

Elizabeth G. Ferris
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BVERVIEW

Cantral America

In Central America, refugees continued to flee violence in their homelands -
Guatemala, El Salvador, and Wicaragua. Increases in the number of Hicaraguan
rafugees led to the escalating politicization of refugee issues in the two
principal host countries - Honduras and Costa Rica. In Honduras, the
increasingly wvisible activities of the contras led to seriocus protection
problems among indigencus Wicaraguan refugee groups as the contra forces
sought to pecruit refugees into their forces. The Salvadoran refugees in
Honduras continue to live in closed camps; although no majer armed incursions
were reported in the camps, persistent reports of harrassment, intimidation
and occasional refoulement cases surfaced throughout the year., In October
1987, 4,500 Balvadoran refugees from Mesa Grande returned to their communities
in El S8alvador. For months, the refugees had indicated their desire to return
to their homeland, publicizing their demands and pressing UMHCE and
governmants to facilitate their return. The repatriation itself wenkt guite
smoothly and for the first few months there were few reports of major problems
for the returnees. Howewver, by early 1988, reports of intimidation,
disappearances, and killi o ears about the

safety of the returneas. f
c ! g ! = bt expressed interest

report an increasa

Although refugees in Colon
In rekturning to E1 2alwvadg
in harassment and pressurs he human rights

gituation in Honduras det sriences the effects

2f the on-going contra presence, pressure ls growing within the government for
all refugess to leave the counkry.
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Costa Rica, presently host to 40,000 documented refugees, has experienced an
increase in public opposition to the presence of the refugees. Hewspaper
articles openly attack the refugees while some government officials refer to
as many as 90,000 undocumented refugees in the country. In Mexico almost
20,000 Guatemalan refugees live in the camps in Campeche and Quintano Roo,
while perhaps B0,000 continue to live in the border regions although only
22,000 recelve assistance. Refugees in Mexico, particularly northern Mexico,
face serious protection problems.

Earlier pressure on the Guatemalans to repatriate abated in 1%87. Although
some Guatemalans did return to their home communities; resistance by local
political leaders frequently made their re-iptegration difficult.

Everywhere in Central America there is both hope and skepticism about the
peace process. The initial euphoric pericd after the signing of the Peace
Agreement between the Five Presidents gave way to a more scber assessment as

negotiations bogged down. By early 1988 there was renewed optimism as a
result of agreements for a cease fire in Wicaragua,

The refugee situation in Central America is inextricably linked to the complex
political situation in the region. MHassive U.5. support for the contras has
meant that the war against the Wicaraguan government has been long and
civilian casualties have been high. In some Central American countries, fear
of being drawn into the conflict has become translated into resentment against



the refugees. The deteriorating political siruarisn in Panama has made it miach
more difficult for the refugees living there. In all countries in the region
= including Mexico and Pamama = difficult economic situations have coentributed
to popular resantment with the refugees, making it more Aifficult for the
agencies and the churches seeking to respond to their nesds.

South America

Refugees continue to leawve Chile. Each new wave of repression iz faollowed by
an increase in the number of refugees arriving in neighbouring Argentina.
There the refugees find not only difficult economlc comditions bBut alsc
growing xenophobia. 1In parts of the country serious security problems
accompany the refugees. At the same time that Chilean refugees continue to
laave the country, other Chileans return and need assistance in adjusting to
the political and economiec climate which awaits them.

Although both Argentina and Uruguay now have democratic regimes, returnees to
these two countries also face serious problems in adapting ko a difficult
economic and & changed political situation. The refugee situation in South
America, although relatively small in number, and receivimg little
international attention, is sericus for the agencies and churches struggling

-
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The sections below present k of ehe refugee

projects in 1986. Complete reports in Spanish are available from this office
and will ba sent on request.

Through CICARWS' Refugee Service, church-related projects in Latin American
countries are supported. Table 1 provides details of the financial support
provided to the projects in the region. We are happy to report a significant
increase in the amount of funds transferred to church partners through
CICARWS. But the fact that insufficient funds have been raised to support

these programmes makes it more important than ever that the activities of the
churches be widely communicatad.

The churches in Latin America have been in the forefront of respending to the

needs of refugees. Given the important role played by the Catholic church and
related agencies, virtually all of the WCC-relatsd refiges projects described
here work with other denominations.

Furthermore many of the church programmes described here are multi-facatad,
refugee service may be related to human rights werk or to service to returning
refugees. These connections are important to nourish as they serve to educate
the churches about the relationship between refugees and the root causes. In
several of the countries in which churches work, service to refugees is not
only largely thankless work, but alse dangerous.

During 1287, we have tried to improve communications with both local partnars
and partner agencies, to increase awareness about the Latin American refugee

situation, and to pursue more effective advocacy in Latin American refugee
issues. Furthermore, within the somewhat complex bureaucracy of the Werld

Council of Churches, closer relaticnships have been established with other

ada1% YN



desks and sub=-units. In CICARWS, the implementation of the area approach is
leading to a process of collective reflection and programming. Latin American
refugee concerns can no longer be viewed in igolation from other CICARWS and
other sub-unit initiatives. Thas, internally we are moving toward a such more
comprehensive and integrated approach toward Latin America,

One indication of how this works in practice is the fact that responsibility
for coordinating the ecumenical response to Diaconia - El Salvador's prograsme
of assistance for returning Salvaderan refugees was coordinated through the
Latin American refugee desk.

We are also encouraging our Latin American partners to meet bogether, to share
experiences, and to develop common strategies. In May 1987 ecumenical
partners working with refugees met in Buenos Aires for the first time. It was
a rewarding and enlightening experience for all the partiecipants and they
agreed to meet again in 1988 to deepen their reflectlon and increase their
coordination. R report of that Consultation is available through this

office. But perhaps more important than the recommendations and conclusicns
of.the Consultation was the fact that the meeting provided an cpportunity for
church refugee workers te feel that they are not working in isolation, that
their problems are shared, and that they can draw strength from one another.

Ultimately, of course, this is what the ecumenical movement can bring to
refugea service.

(@ caref
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Comisidn Argentina para los Refugiados

{CAREF )
Executive Secretarys Alicia Peiro
Addresaq J.H. Albardi 2240
Piso 1
1406 Buenos Aires
Argentina

Tel: Gl3I=6lG2

Dascription:

CAFEF bagan its work in September 1971 through the efforts of three churchesa:
Iglesia Evangelica del Rio de la Plata, Iglesia Evangelica Discipulos de
Cristeo and the Iglesia Evangelica Metodista Argentina. Through CRREEF, the
churches sought to respond to the urgent needs of refugees fleeing the
aftermath of Balwvader Allende's brutal nverthrnu. From 19731=198&, CAREF
served 16,400 refugees : LRFF's activities and
arisntations have refles 8 in time. There have
been times, for example guide refugess who came
ko Argentina o be rese time, CAREF worked to
asgist some 245 Indochi in Argentina.

Comisidn Argentina para

In addition teo its work e fageail oy e ly working to assist
Rrgentinians who are re ing needing assistance.
In 1985, CAREF assisted 503 rl!ug&l!r in 1935, 562 refugees.

The situation for refugees in Buenos Alres is serious. Economically,
conditions are difficult; housing is very expensive, and jobs are scarce.
UMHCR has sharply reduced its assistance increasing pressure on CAREF. In
1985 UMHCR reduced its stipend which was inadequakte to mest even the most
minimum for needs of refugees. Moreover, the refugees pﬂlil’ﬂ:l_'." ATEiIVing Are
young, militant, angry and often those men who lack skills and jab

experience. Anokher group of concern are women refugees who arrive alone or
with children. This has created a situation of considerable pressure on CAREF.

CAFEF's programmes for refugees include:

l} Assistance to refugees (with UMHCR), specifically:
emergency aid, durable solutions, resettlement in other
countries, family reunification, repatriation, and
scholarships.

2} Labour programmes to facilitate the insertion of
refugeas into the job labour farce.

3) Training. Support and scholarships for training
which will lead to esployment.

4} Integral health

5) Preparation for returning eo Chile.,



&) Argentine returnees and foreigners living in Argentina

7) Agsisktance in special situations.

8) Press and diffusion.

Moreower, CAREF seeks to increase public awareness, and to coordinate its work
with Human Rights organizations.

In 1987, CAREF served 275 cases, 523 persons; of whom 10 were Paraguayans, 4
Peruvians, 2 S5ri Lankans and the rest Chileans. In cooperation with UNHCR,
the CAFEF team implemented social service programmes of emergency assistance,
gupport for refugees' insertion into Argentine life, study scholarships and
psycho-soclal rehabllitacion for those affected by the repression.

Complementary projects carried cut with WCC Funds included labour scholarships
and assistance to speclal and vulnerable cases.

On the political lewel, the military crisis of Holy Week 1987 led to much
concern on the part of the refugees and many questions for CAREF staff, The

crisis illustrated the insecurity im which many refugees live today in
Argentina.

A new initiative for CAREF in 1987 was increased attention paid to vulnerable
groups, particularly minor children and single WOmen . Cﬂuﬂﬂalllnq of young
people was carried out in an . M 4 ation with other
Argentine groups and organiz ng single women
with children are housing a ly do not wish to
rent facilities to these wo difficult for the
women to find jobs. CAREF i pnsalling, bot also
to secure housing where ref

In 1987, CAFEF introduced a e g el e nf labour
scholarships in which refugees are qiven a chance to work for a period of cime
in order to acquire experience which will help them with future employment.

The programme was successful on a pilot level and CAREF plans to expand the
programme in 1984.

A& new area for CAREF in 1987 was the development of initiatives in the area of
press and awareness-building. A first priority was reaching out to the
churches. CAREF developed materials including a proposal for pastoral
accompaniment for refugees which was distributed to member churches. The
churches used the material as a basis for discussion. In addition, CAREF
organized its files, compiled and systematized its contacts with other
organizations, and prepared a study on CAREF's work since 1973.

CAFREF remains interested in the idea of producing & video tape on the
experiaences of Chilean refugees in Argentina.

CAREF also assumed the major responsibility for organizing the May meeting of
ecumenical organizations im the region and served as a focus for communication
and cocordination with partners in South America. In addition, CAREF staff
participated in a nomber of national, regional, and international meetings,
including a regional meeting on Chilean refuges women.



Financial Statement (in U5§)

I = cafe

1)

2)

3}

4]

2)

Salaries for the staff
Misc. expenses: photocopies, publications, taxes, stc.

Emergency aid to refugees (heusing, Food, health,
clothing, tranaportation, documentation)
Emergency aid for special cases

Complementary assistance to UNHCR programmes,
a.qg. toola for work,

loans to refugess and special cases

Scholarships for secondary students
Schelarships for job training

sub-total CAREF programme

Press and Aiffusion
and pamphlets)

Raturn to Chile progr. ga 3 ref
astablish ecentacts) ‘U

Comisidn Argentina para

Mestings (in Uruguay, Iannln  Miznantes
eXpenses

Total

8919

17,710.=

B,445.=

26,155.=

5,09L.=
L,898,-

2,354,.-
1;345.=
962, =
235.=

22:807.=

3,825,=

412.=

1,79, =

24,9095.-

In 1987, CAREF received US$ 75,000 from the World Council of Churches. CAREF
was able to end the year with a surplus, in part because of the decline in the

Austral.

funds.

In addition to these funds, CAREF administered US$ 78,.B00 of UNHCE

] AU



Comité Ecumenico de Accibn Social (CEAS)

Legal Counsellor: Juana Juri
Administrator: Armands Camin
Addrass. Espajo 111

2 pilan

5500 Mendoza

Argentina

Tel: 252.861

Descriptions:

Chilean refugees coming to Argentina almost always come via Mendoza. Mendoza
with some 60,000 Chileans, has traditionally been closaly linked to Chile.
Howevwer, the traditional openness in Mendoszs is ercding as a result of the
deteriorating economic sitvation and the type of refugees who preésently are
arriving. Each new repressive act in Chile is followed by refugees leaving
the country.  Most of the i history of political
militancy and little ed : gt can be categorized
as hawving a "high degresa : . - of having direckly
confronted the repressive {" ;‘-; IJ‘E:& n they arrive in
A TER N B
RENAE R (B

Mendoza, they desperately ction and subsistence.
In cooperation with UNHCR jid t o rent types of
assigtance to the refuges Pefugiades y Migrantes

=8ocial searvices im Argentima

-complemantary aid for refugees living in Argentina

~the promoticn of resettlement in RArgentina

=gupport for highear education [including post-secondary
courses, technical-vocational training, and University
CoOUEsaes)

-gupport for Secondary and technical-vocational education
-gupport for woeluntary repatriation

-local integratien of Latin American refugees

In 1987, 73 Chilean refugee cases, 131 persons, received UNHCE and
govarnmental recognition as refugees. Added to the earlier population serwved

by the office, 306 cases or 635 people were served by the wvarious programmes
implemented by CEAS.

The continued detericration of the country's economic situation, particularly
the sharp drop in international prices for Argentine exports, the closing of
markets due to protectionism and practices of dumping, have made it impossiblae
for Argentina to resalve the problem of les foreign debt. Inflation, rising

unemployment, and declining social serwvice expenditures create an axtemaly
difficelt sitvation for the refugeas.

CERS implements wvarious UNHCR programmes, including complementary assistance
in Argemtina, orientation, social services, local integration, lagal
assistance, lower secondary education and higher secondary educaticn.
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However, UHHCR funds are not sufficient to provide even minimal assistance to
new refugees. Thus in December 1987, a refugee family with two children
received A 308.- (US§ B5.80) per month for the Eirst Eew months after their
arrival of which 53% was covered by UNHCR, 31% by WCC, and 16% by other
contributions. Until 1985, UNMHCE cowverad LO0% of this assistanca.

The First priority of CEAS' work is to provide legal protection to the
refugees. The CEAS legal staff counsels and accompanies the refugees through
the various legal steps. These legal processes include counselling, adwocacy
with political authorities, helping refugees who are detained, securing
neceggary decumentation, providing special asslistance to securlty problems,
and explaining the legal situation of the country to the refugees.

CEAS helps refugees find housing, initially in hotels and later elsewhers. In
1987, 17 houses were rented (and two other rental agreements were renewed).
These houses, furnished by CERS, provide the best alternative for the refugees
in that they provide an "ambiente" similar to a family home. CEAS alse
provides assistance with food, clothing and medical service for the refugees.
in 1987 dental service was begun with a last-year demtal student providing
free dental care and CEAS paying for the cost of medicine and materials. 1In
1987, CEARS social workers expanded and improved their counselling of refugees,

seeking both to red d to encourage them to
become aware of othe

Much of the time of O
employment, education
were implemented alt
housing construction.
housa, even in the mos
solution.

g refugeas about

ET, 15 housing projects
yat compleated their

t chance to own & small
to achieving & durble

In 1987, CEAS organized groups of refugee students to meet togethar and
support each other as a way of enabling refugee students to do better in
school., Given their many educational amnd soclal problems; these groups and
the individual counselling have helped to prevent students from dropping ot
of the programme.

&)



FINARCIAL STATEMENT

usé

1986 Balancea 10,345
Funds recelved in 1987 from WCC 42500

Total 52,845
Expenditures and exchange rates
March 1987 Ta 500
Juna 1987 10,000
November 1387 10,000
Decambar 1987 7,500

Total dmllars changgd
Balance in dollars

Funds available in
Expenditures
Balance in RAustral

Comisidn Argentina para
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RUBL.

d,409.62

11,700.--
17,600.==
39,000.-=
a5,100.==

107, 859,62
105,664 .86
2,194.76
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Expenditures of WCC Funds

Infrastructure Expensas hustrales

office expensas 13,483 35

Fent & related expenses 15,538.21

Bank charges 2,184.78

Balaries 30,778,861

Transportation CeT24.43
sub-total EB, 709.38

Direct Aid to refugees

Eupplementary assistance for Food 9,315.50
Supplement for durable salutions 10,156.20
Special assistance for study 4,1831.78
sub-total 23,655.48

Contribution for renumeration of one

social worker 12,393.00

a07.00

Contribution for rof | H':: ,_,."H." i'[, e"
i I 105,664.86

Comisidn Argentina para
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[ a————

In addition CEAS administered A 318,127.93 from UNHCRy 16,647.10 from Projectk
Counselling Service (employment scholarshipsy 5,252.12 from the Ecumenical

Group for the Third World; and B8,678.79 from World University Service. WCC
funds thus covered about 23% of the total funds mobilized by CEAS.
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Fundacién de Ayuda Social de las Iglesias Cristlanas (FASIC)

Executive Secretary: Clauvdic Gonzalez 1.
Address: Figuelme Heo.l40 Casilla 15059
Santiago de Chile Correc 11,

Santiago
Tali:723.374-726.B09
Telax: 340.503 FASIC CK

DaanriEEiﬁnl

FASIC was created in 1975 to help Chileans affected by the political
repression in Chile. Since then FASIC has developed important human rights
programmes and serves as a reliable scurce of information for both
international and national organizations.

Although the Chilean govers
intimidation, many Chilean
1976 and 1986, 3.196 paopl
2.500 of whom have comz in

repression and
exile. Between
ices - approximately

fhe nunber of Chiteans 1iv SRR ISP ATRM <<c: 0.000 (ciear
government) and 200.000 (C e Sl RN s ) . There are no

governsental programmes to faclilitate the re-insertlion of exiles imto Chile=an
life.

FASIC initiated its programme of return in April 1978 and presently ocffers
saveral kinds of assistance ko returnees, includings:

1. In cenjunction with PAS, publication of timely information for
Chilean exiles contemplating return in a bi-monthly bulletin. Chile
Betorno (ses below).

2. oOther informational services include the production of (Velwer!, an
audio—-visual designed for both exile communlities and for Chileans who
have remained in Chile to raise theilr awareness of the preblems facing
returneses.

1. FASIC also provides financial assistance for immediate needs of
returnees, including hopouring legal adviee, health/transportation,
foad, education, elething, and emergency assistance.

4, FASIC provides paychologiecal assistance to returnesas axperisncing
emotional stress through its Programa Medico=Pasiquiatrice and Talleres
de Terapia.
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In 1987; 447 cases, 1,135 persons were assisted in PASIC's return programme.
Of these, 312 cases (TET parsons) were initiated in 1987, the others enterad
in 1%86. In comparison with 1986, this represants an increase of 42% in the
number of cases =seen. The returnees came from 39 different countries and were
mostly young (62% under 40 years of age) and with technical or professional
gualifications. Arcund 60% of the returnees initially lived with family
membars = an indication of the Serious housing problem facing the returneas.

FASIC offers a number of services to facilitate the re-insertion of the
returneas into Chilean life, including orientation and information about
various organizations and lnetitutions having programmes for returnees in
Chile. As well as assistance with legalization of documents, subsistence food
allowances, transportation, health care, and studies.

FASIC offers a programme of study scholarships for young returnees, for both
those returning on their own or with their parents. Many of the young
returnees face problems with the language; different ways of study and many
spend their first year im Chile re-validating their studies carried out
abroad. FASIC's scholarshlp programme, designed to help students with their
studies at the technical and/or unlvﬂraity level was begun in March 1987. 50
young returnees appligd a1 5 - : wara given scholarships

(13 men, 20 Women.) in professional
institutes, 21 on the

Social work continged rogramme, including both
individual and family : | areas of gnostics, orientation,
counselling and super i __ﬂbﬁ;,,h“‘M_H s5 of re-insertion. Im

1987, FPASIC provided S8 1,168 persons through
1,760 interviews.

In terms of economic support for individuals and families returning, FASIC
provided assistamce with tramnsportation (te 36 cases), subsistence for up to 2
months (202 cases), housing (35); health; including laboratory analysis,
X=rays, medical and dental wisits (13l cases), education, including occasional
support for school fees (42 cases) and documentation (17 cases).

In addition, FASIC carried out an active programme of awareness-building about

the problems of return through participation in meetings, and press interviews
both in Chile and abroad.

Through its Family Reunification programme, carried out in conjunction with
UMHCR, 450 cases, 93% persons, benefitted from the project. 204 cases (436
peracns) recelived assistance through the programms (&.g. Subsistance, visa
fees, airport taxes, etc.). 147 cases (306 persons) were able to be reanited
with their families abroad im 25 countries. During the year, 1lGd casas (341
persons) registered for the programme. At the end of 1%87, 36 cases (93
persons) remained pending. The principal bepeficiaries for this programme are
aither generally young (22-35 years old) wives with 2 or 3 minor children
segking to be re-united with a husband holding refugee status abroad or
elderly relatives with serious fimancial and/or psychological problems.
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PAS

Directar: Juan Vergara P.

Addresss Lyon 2163/B Caszilla 15182

Santiago, Correa 11
Chile Santiago
Tel:435. 342 Chile

(@ caref
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OFICINA PLAMIPICATION DE LA IGLESIA EPISCOPAL
COSTARRICEHSE (OPIEC)

Director,
Refugee Programme : Irene Chaverri

General coordinator: Edmundo Desueza

Address: * Bo Sagrada Familia
San Jos&, Costa Rica

Mailing Address: Apartadeo 1004
Paseo de los Estudiantas
San Josh, Costa Rica
Tal: 27.08.17

Description:

OPFIEC has been working W
emphasis shifted from en
gelf-gufficiency project
periods of time in the ¢
refugees. OPIEC's empha assistance towards
development of self-suff oa to Refugees goes
far beyond technical ass T geas. The Concern
with the pastoral and spiritual dimensions o igée's lives is evident
on a daily basis. Refugees come to the office for advice, to read the
materials available in the documentation centre and to pray togethear. They
meet to study the Bible and to reflect on the meaning and consequences of

exile. This dynamic process of theclogical reflectien complements the other
parts of OPIEC's work.

nd of 1981, tha

mant of

are staying for long
tial for the

Programmes:
OPIEC has three main areas of work:

1} Social Assistance, 2) Production, and 3) Social Pastoral Work and three
support units: A Documentation Centre, Administrative Support and Coordination.

In its seclal assistance work, OPIEC serves primarily the most unstable
refugee population that is, refugees who are sick and not working in &
productive project or have moved from zone to zone in gearch of better
conditions. Through a dlagnostic interview, appropriate help is given,
whether pastoral counselling or emergency economic assistance. Morecver OPLEC
provides help in securing necessary documants, resettlemant cases,
distribution of food, and training projects. When possible, refugees are
incorporated into productive projects which are cellectively crganized in such
activities as tailoring, poultry-raising, small dairy cooperatives and
hairdressing. OPIEC offers advice in designing and implementing the projects
as well as a system for evaluating their success and problems.

:'I.Il‘:'-!
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Given the limited mumber of opportunities for refugees Lo work in productive
projects, OPIEC's programme of production is becoming more important. In
these projects, including dairy production and farming, refugess are aided in
gatting up the work, including feasibility studies and in implementing their
projects. Training workshops are offered in bagic agrarian technicues and in

administration and planning. BAn agronomist wisits the projects to ocffer
advice.

In its pastoral social work, COPIEC works with refugees to explore the meaning
of exile, In this work OPIEC organizes monthly eucharist celebrations with
refugeas = both in San Jos& and in 12 communities - as well as celebrating
rites of baptism, marriage, and specific occasions. Through these groups and
workshops (with up to 80 participants), refugess come to see the theological
implications of their situation and are working to develop a theology of

exile. Close cooparation with Catholic agencies is an essential component of
this work.

In forming a Documentation Centre, OPIEC is collecting information = books,
pariodicals, documents = for the use of its staff, refugees and other
organizations working with refugees. Through its coordinating function, OFIEC
works closely with the other natiomal and intermational wolunkbtary agencies and
with the various governmental refugee-related entities and with UNHCE.

(@ caref
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Centro de Coordinacifn de Proyectos Ecuménicos [(CECOPE)

Direcktors Raul Hacin

Addressy Apartado T1-343 Fioc Wiagara 40 bis
México 06900 D.F. Colonia Cuoauhtémos
Tel: 528-84-05 MExieco 06500 D.F.

Degeription

The ecumenical programme of aid for Latin American refugees in Mexico bagan in
1976. CECOPE provides a unique service by extending assistance through
refugees self-help groups in which refugees themselves decide on priorities
and needs. All funds received for refugee assistance go directly to the
rafugees while all overhead expenses are paid by CECOPE with funds from its
other programmes. The Refugee Aid Committee meets on the flrst Wednesday of
the month to discuss problems experienced by refugees and to decide on
allocation of funds and is made up of representatives of refugee organizations
and groups working in Mexico. Refugees are supported during their time of

In addition to working

programmes f£or Latin As

axila in HMexice to defe
g caret
borders. In Tijuana angi = .}‘-' (-;r_'—" C ..ﬂ‘-" 2 h the Caentro de

Informacifn y Estudics cC T (YR BT T ; h is directed by Josk
Luis Pérez Canchola (Ti TEf R ad e M R dad JuBrez). These
provide legal defence for refugees and Wis o priscons where Central
Americans are detained as well as advocacy and public education on the plight
of refugees. Along the scuthern border, CECOPE supports the work of the
Comité Cristiano de Sclidaridad of the Diocésis of San Cristobal de las Casas
in Chiapas. Moreover, CECOPE plays an active role in advocating legal defence
of refugees in conjunction with CECOPE teams in Tampico and Monterrey.

hern and southern

In 1987, CECOPE continued to support refugee organizations from many different
countries, including El Salvador, Hopduras, Guatemala, Haiti, Colombia, Chile,
and Peru. D[ue to the political sensitivities, these agenclies are not listed,
but they include human rights organizations and solidarity groups working
among refuges communities. Some of the organizations work to support the
struggle back in the country of origin. All are involved in one way or
another with denouncing and publicizing human rights violations.

Financial assistance is given for three categories:; to refugee organizations,
pergonal (for individual refugees in need of assistance) and special (for
trips, emergencies, legal documentation). Assistance given in the three
categories is described in the financial section below.

CECOPE also organized and participated in the I Jornadas por los Derechos
Humanos an América Latina which was held in cooperation of UAM (the Autnomous
Metropolitan University) and the Academia de Derechos Humanos f£rom 30 March-3
April. The Jornadas included panel discussions with presentations by both
organizations active with human rights and personal testimonies. The
conference was well covered in the press and the testimonies will be published

by UAM. It was agreed bto convene similar Jornadas on human rights issues
eVery year.

CCTL ] {
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CECOPE also actively participated in the organization of the departure of the
ghip of Peace which left Acapuleo for Wicaragua on 30 October with 500 tomns of
supplies,

In September, CECOPE participated through José Luis Pérez Canchola in a

meeting on refugees along the northern border which was haeld in Reynosa,
Tamaullpas.

In addition to its Einancial support for refugees and refugee ocrganizations,
CECOPE continued to support the work of the Comitd Cristianc de Solidaridad
and to coordinate efforts with CIEM in the northern Eronktier. The situation
of refugees in both border zones is acute. In both regions, refugeas are
subjected to intimidation and extortion, in both the threat of deportation is
a gerious cne. In the south, poverty, malnutrition, and disease are tha norm
among the refugees. In the north, protection problems are the most serious
problem. CIEM works to help individual refugees imprisoned by Mexican
officials for approaching the US border. By drawing attention to the plight
of such individuals and the abuse that goes on, CIEM has helped to make
Central American refugees a public issues on both sides of the border.

(@ caref
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FINAMCTAL SUMMARY

CECOFE
Income
Beginning Balance Us$ 4,928,882
WCC Transfers Exchange Rates Maxican Pascs
I'.]£$ Income
4,500 11.03.87 1,069.80 = 05§ 1 4,814,100
4,500 09.0&.87 1,293,755 = USE 1 5,821,875
2, 500 3l1.08.87 1,472.20 = US§ 1 13,985,900
&, DD 3.12.87 1,757.30 = 05§ 1 10,543,800
40,094,557
Expenses
January-February
March=-JTunea ;
July=-August r
Saptemher-Decembar .

Comisidn Argentina para
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Closing balance: 15,294,557
Funds distributed to refugee organizations 4,080,000
Personal assistance to individwal refugeas

{25 sach month) 10,000,000
Special assistance (airfares, conferences) 4,720,000

Support for CIEM, Tijuana 6,000,000



Panama : HAPP - IEMPA

HAPP (Ldtheran Dioccese of Costa Rica
and Panama)
IEMPA (Evangelical Methodist Church of Panama)

Supsrvisor:
Bev. Sscundine Morales
Addressa Apartado Postal 445
Panami 9
Republica de Panamb
Taly 27=3027
Description:

The Panamanian churches' lnvolvement with refugees dates from 1975 when an
agreement between the governments of Chile and Panama brought 110 Chilean
pelitical prisoners and their dependents to Panama. After several different
cpoperative ventures had been tried, in late 1583 the Methodist and Lutheramn
Churches organized the h - to continued
requasts for aid from "u g for refugess was

incorporated into the ge ﬁ . C a re'i- p~TEMPA.

Presently the Panamanian E Fam e i recognizes 1,200 ¢ geas and exiles whila
perhaps another 8,000 ref government., The
Panamanian government has v toward refugees in
stated response to the "migratory bomb™. Governmental social assistance funds
have been cut and refugees face serious problems in finding jobs and in lack
of labour stability when they do Find jobs; as well as problems of
documentation.

AcTufietic: v vdagfante3

HAPP=IEMPA provides a number of services to refugees includingr

a}) Legal assistance. This included work with respect to all
kinds of documentation, power of attorney, different paperwork
for different governmental agencies, permission for small
productive projects, representation before different court
Bystems, atc.

b) Assistance for small projects. - Given the often desperate
economic situation, support for small productive projects is
essential. This included purchase of tools, repairs; etc. The
great majority of these activities were carried out in the
sabsistence lewel.

¢) Emeérgency Mid. This is given for sericus unforeseen needs in
which urgent, immediate assistance iz needed and includes
medical, housing, food or travel. assistance.

d} Help in commanication. This aid is given to refugees to
enable them to comminicate in exceptional situations, such as
repatriation cases, slckmess or death of parents, cocmmunication
with ressttlement countries.
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&) Information or orientation. This includes providing

repatriation, procegsing im naticonal ocffices, resettlament
employment, eta.

In 1987, the work of the office became moch more difficult as a result of the
political crisis. The refugee population was wery insecure, the authorities
adopted a more closed attitude towards refugees, and obtaining necessary
documentation became more difficult. One of the HAPP-IEMPR staff was detained
for 39 days and accused of threatening the state's security and being a
dangercus element. His release was obtained only after the very active
intervention of the HAPP-IEMPA staff.

The difficulties in obtaining visas have increased substantially. Similarly,
there were a number of difficult cases of refugees who did not obtain refugee
status and required legal and other assistance from HAPP-IEMPA. The

Panamanian churches see these individuals as particularly wvulnerable and in
need of assisktance.

In the second half of 1987 and partly in response to the deepening political
crisis, HAPP-TIEMPA developed new criteria for its services to refugees,
emphasizing ald to refugees through refugee organizations. Relationships with
the Committee of Chilean Political Exiles and with the Salvadoran refugee
group were strengthened. systematic

ralationships with the G panizational
relationships have enablie somewhat from bBeing
taken advantage by pecpl & i-t e ar their own political
goals.

Comisidn Argentina para
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Observations

The office has bean able to malntain a small non-gowvernmental structure and to
maintain the Christian presence in refuges work. Informal agreements have
been worked out with governmental institutions and with ICM. The organisms of
the Catholic, Methodist, Lutheran churches recognize this programme as the
only non-governmental programme working with refugees. Refugee groups see the
programme as a real alternative when government assistance is not possible.
The programme has provided a discreet alternative and real attention for
refugees. Moreover, the programme has provided assistance for offieially
non-recognized refugees, enabling many to regularize their status.

The difficulties have resulted from the government's efforts to centralize
refuges ackivities which has impeded collective solutions. Moreover,
legislation which does not provide the refugees with a regular legal status is
an cbatacle to the work. The continuved closed door policy is am ongoing
problem as is the high rate of unemployment.

AL A
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Financial Statement 1587F

T3]

Incoma
WCC Refugee Service Us$ 5,000.-
Other WOC, HCCCUSA 12,493.75
Partial reimbursement for
documentation of refugees 175.-

Tetal 17;868.75 16,370.27
Expenses
Emergency Assistance and support
for amall projects Us$ 2,323.69
Decumentationy £ines, paper-
works,ete. 1,724.40
Salaries HE

Legal Services

Equipment & office supples
Transportation

Educational materials
otilities, telaphone

Admimistration & peatty cash Rel.jrada y Migranies
Migcellaneous M, A
Total 26,799.66
Balance, 30 Sept. 1937 2,570.61

* This financial statement covers the 1 January-30 September 1987 period and
includes BOTH the human rights and refugee programmes. Service to refugees is
an integral part of the owerall human rights programme of HAPP-TIEMEA.
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Servicic Ecuménico de Relntegracibn

Coordinater: Luis Saldifas

Address: colonia 1870
Montevidaeo
Uruguay

Tels 40.11.16 al 19

Talax: CLACT UY 23106

In 1984, the Uruguayan milivary dictatorship begun to move toward democracy
and it became clear that many Uruguayans would returnm from exile. The
churchas bagan to mobilize to halp Uruguayans in exile who wanted to return.
Thase esarly efforts were quickly cvertaken by events. By early 1985,
thousands of Uruguayans were returning of planning to return and S5ER; Servicio
Ecuménice de Reintegracidn,; was born. SER is actively suppeorted by six
churches or scumanical argnn;:nt;unsu Iglesia Evang&lica Metodista en el
Uruguay, Iglesia Evange - Arzobispide de
Montevideo, Iglesia Wa ia, and the Asociacidn
Cristiama de Jovenes ( = has proven to be a

very positive one. in the Executive
Commission which until and approve projects.

Comisidn Ar:r-r' na purl

The governmental stati ”,J“,,, lurin ast 15 years, 350,000
Uruguayans have left t : 10w were political
exiles. Of that number, uppluﬁinutﬂlf 15,000 havﬂ returned (roughly 25%).
The number of returnees has dropped dramatically and staff feel that few
additional exiles will return. Presently SER is not accepting new projects
for consideration but rather is working to comsolidate the projects already
in operation. S5ER sees its work as continuing through the end of 19848.

Since les inception, S5ER has worked with three groups of people damaged by the
repression "liberados™ (former political prisoners); returned political
exiles, and with a much smaller number of relatives of the disappsared. &n

estimated 2,000 people have been helped - gither directly or indirectly - by
SER.

In the initial phases of its work SER provided emergency assistance and
concentrated its effeorts in supporting projects for labour re-insertien. In
December 1986, after having reviewed 440 project proposals; SER stopped
accepting new applications except for consolidation of existing projects.

In 1287, the main thrust of SER's work was the consolidation and evaluation
of the projects. By the end of 1987, S5ER had received 448 proposals, approved
250 projects of which 151 (60%) were considered active, the rest having been
cancelled or suspended. About half of these projects were by returnees, the
remainder were former political priscners or relatives of disappeared. About
53% of the still functioning projects were in production enterprises (crafts;
agriculture, &tc.) and 47% provided some kind of service (kiosks, restaurants,
mechanics, &tc.). About 13% of the project-holders were women. 62% of the
projects were micro—enterprises (employing l-4 persons) with cooperatives
making up about 4% and small businesses about 1B%. The projects provided over
400 jobs and of the 151 active projects, 80% were able to pay the nationmal

%044
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minimum wage (about US§ 70.-) or more.

Alss in mid-1987, SER began a preliminary study of the reasons for the
cancellation of the 73 projects, finding the following reasons: mergers (2],
madical problems (8), bankruptcies (9}, "stages" (22), and “diverted" (32).
"Stages"” refers to those projects which served a useful purpose at one time to
the project=holders but were closed either at SER'as initiative or when the
individual moved on to something else. "Diverted" refers to Ehose case where
funde intended for the projects were diverted to other ends. A recent

evaluation by SER shows that of the projects still functioning, about TO% are
functioning wall.

During 1987 the phase of consolidation, 58% of the projeacts received grants to

consolidate SER, or expand their cperations. This support is intended to help
projects consolidate their gains.

During 1987, SER sponscred a number of meetings and seminars, the most
important of which was the Wational Meeting of Projects which brought together
project-holders from all over the country for three days in October. Both
the naticnal meeting and the smaller, more specific meetings enable
project-holders to consider ways of coordinating their work and pooling their
resources. For axample, the 15 prnjacta wnrk;nq in agriculture and livwestock
production are in the progass = . n the frult and
vegetable market of Monte ing to establish the
locale for & joint sales inaga. Other special
projects which might be d in ceatral Uruguay
and establishment of a da

idn ir:p-r na para

SER has benefitted great itotions. The ¥MCA
and the Methodist Church ™ b about USE 11,500 in

gervices and support to SER while some 20 uuluntaar professionals donate their
Eime.

ol il
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FROJECT 205-7206

INCOME
COUNTEY DONOR. AGENCY RECEIFTS
usg
Opening Balance 44,214
AUSTRALIA ACC /DWICH 7,181
CRMADR ACC/FWRDF 15,294
CRMADR LCC,/ DO 9,752
FINLAND Finnchurchaid 40,000
GERMANY Diakon,Werk 30,000
GERMANY 'KED 7 136,935
HETH ERLANDS ADB 20,564
METHERLANDS Stichting 49,239
MEW ZEALAND WS 5,885
NORWAY Norw.Ch, Aid 18,684
SWEDEN Ch. of Swed. Aid 125,000
SWEDEN Swed .Free Ch. Aid 117,821 *
LISA Preshyterian 10,000
USA Week of Comp. 4,600
VRRIOUS
Total

Comisidn Argentina para
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*designabed for Haiti
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REGIOMAL: LATIN AND CENTRAL AMERICA 1987

EXPENSES

COUNTRY

BRCEMTTMNA
ARGENTIMNA
CHILE
CHILE
Q0STAR RICH
HATTT
MEXTCD
PRERME
ORUGLRY

Aged/Handicapped;
OPH, Pastoral Care

(reg.)
Other Countries,

Fares

Total

LISTED 1987

100,000
50,000
€5,000

5,000
90,000

€0,000
20,000
100,000
70,000

50,000

ﬁlD!DDD

TRANSFERRED  RECIPIENT
ussg
80,000 CAREF
42,500 CEAS
55,000 FASIC
5,000 PAS
85,000 OPIEC
120,000 Egl.Meth,
24,500 CBECOPE
7,000 HAPP-IEMPR
70,000 Igl.Ev.Met.,
8,484
17,001
514,485

o Ll e
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PROJECT 262-8304

INCOME

COUNTRY DONOR_AGENCY
Opening Balance

GERMANY BfdW
GERMANY KED

HORWAY Morw.Ch. Aid
Total

- 25 =

CENTRAL AMERICAN REFUGEES IN THE USA 1987

EXPENSES

RECEIPTS COUNTRY LISTED 1987  TRANSFERRED
uss ussg

1,565 UsA 50,000 20,000
17,916

17,956

1,558
3g_gas Total 50,000 20,000

£ caref
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