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DRAMATIC APPEAL OF CHILEAM REFUGEES IM BUENOS AIRES

REINFORCES NEED FOR SVIFT AND GENERDUS -ANADIAN RESPOMSE
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TER-CHURCH COMMITTEE ON CHILE

The Canadian Council of Churches
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FOR RELEASE

OCTOBER 9, 1975

The occupation of the offices of the United Mations
High Commission for Refugees in Buenos Aires, Argentina,
by Chilean refugees dramatizes the desperate predicament of
thousands. There are an estimated 20,000 refugees from
various Latin hmﬂrican diectatorships in Argentina,
approximately 80% of vhom are from Chile. Their living

conditicnse are poor, crowded, disecase ridden and insecure.
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the refugees la any receive anv

assistance from the Argentine autheorities, foreing them to
fend for themeselves in an increasingly chaotic society.

As Argentina wvears toward civil war, these thousands
of refugees are caught helplessly in the cross fire.

The United Mations Hligh Commission for Refugees
has been working undear extremely difficult conditions.
It requires new international support for its efforts in
Argentina. In Argentina, for the first time in its world-
wide-history, the High Commission has seen refugees under
its care kidnapped and hill&ﬂ* The costs and difficulties
of maintaining the refugees and of securing safety for them

in the present situation are monumental. Only offers from

other nations to receive large numbers of refugees can relieve

this desperate situation.

The Inter-Church Committee on Chile has repeatedly raised
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raised/

the refugee emergency in Argentina with officials of the
Canadian Government. Several members of the Committee
have visited Buencs Aires recently and talked with United
Nations and Argentine Church officials.

The Canadian Government has not, to date, seen fit
to respond to this emergency with the energy and spead which it
has exhibited in such recent emergencies as Uaganda and Viet
Har. V¥hile Canada maintains an immigration office in

Argentina, and has received many applications, the limited

number of refugees who have arrived in Canada from Argentina

have come only a grocesses, and have
seen many others
The dramati n Buenos Alres

offers an occasi response from Canada.

The Inter-Church Committee on Chile calls on the Governrent
of Canada to bring 5,000 of the refugees most in need and
in danger, from Argentina teo Canada as swiftly as possible.
The Inter-Church Committee renews its offer to send a liaison
officer to assist in processes with the refugees and with
United Hations and Church officials in Argentina.

The Inter-Church Committee on Chile is a two-vear
old organization co-ordinating the efforts of a number of
Canadian Protestant and Catholic denominations in response

to the emergency created by the 1973 military eoup in Chile.
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for details call-: Ms. Florrie Chacon, co-ordinater 921-4152
Mr. fGeorge Cram 924-9192
Mr. John Foster 525—59ﬁ1,
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